
English 10 Honors Summer Assignment 
Information Sheet 

  
Introduction:  
English 10 Honors is a pre-AP level course. This assignment is intended to provide you with an 
accurate picture of what English 10 Honors will entail as it relates to the rigor of the texts, the 
depth of literary analysis, and the types of assignments that you can expect. All student work for 
the English 10 Honors Summer Assignments should be independent and reflect original 
thought.  
 
Assignment Overview:  
 
Task 1: Read the background information on the Anglo-Saxon era and the epic poem Beowulf.  

o This is the first text that we will study in class at the beginning of the year. 
o Do not use an alternate form of the text, as there are many variations on the 

translation of Beowulf. 
 
Task 2: Select one of the themes below. Then, select three block quotes (four or more lines) 
from the text that illustrate one of the provided themes.  

THEME: A true hero and leader demonstrates and inspires loyalty in others. OR  
Passing a test of courage earns respect and honor for a hero. 

  
Task 3: Complete the graphic organizer provided in this packet (pages 3 & 4)  

o This document will help you select three block quotes (4 or more lines), connect them to 
one of the themes provided above, and identify and analyze the effects of two literary 
devices on that theme. (You will submit this in-class by the due date.) 

 
Task 4: Construct a one-paragraph analytical response per quote (one paragraph per quote; 
three paragraphs total) that meets the criteria indicated below. Discuss how the quote (as a 
whole) connects to the theme you selected above. 

1. Identify at least two examples of literary devices in each block quote from the list of 
approved literary devices on the next page. You may use each literary device up to two 
times in this assignment. 

2. Reveal your understanding of the passage. Your paragraph must include 

a. how the block quote relates to the theme selected above 

b. how the figurative language emphasizes that theme 

3. Use MLA Style Conventions. (See example under supplementary materials.) 

4. You will receive the submission information the first week of class. 
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Block Quote Rules  

1. If a quote runs more than four lines in your document, you must use the block quote 
format. 

2. Block quotes are indented one inch from the left margin. To indent the block quote one 
inch, hit the “Tab” key two times. To indent each body paragraph, hit the “Tab” key one 
time. 

3. Quotation marks are not used to open/close block quotes. 

4. Keep all punctuation as it appears in the epic. 

5. Punctuation goes at the end of the quote’s final sentence, not after the 
parenthetical citation. 

 

Citation Information 
  
Works Cited Entry for Beowulf  

Beowulf. Language of Literature: British Literature, edited by Arthur N. Applebee, McDougal 

Littell, 2000, pp. 33-60.  

 
Parenthetical Citations for Beowulf  
Parenthetical citations include the first important word from the Works Cited entry and the line 
number(s) the quote was taken from. For example, if your first block quote comes from the first 
ten lines of Beowulf, your parenthetical citation would look like this: (Beowulf 1-10). Notice that 
there is no punctuation between the two pieces of the parenthetical citation.  

 
Stylistic Literary Devices 
Use literary devices from this list only. (They are all terms from the 9th grade curriculum.) 
Use a literary device only twice in the assignment!) 
  

metaphor  
simile  
personification  
allusion  
imagery  
epithet  

alliteration  
onomatopoeia  
diction  
cliché  
connotation  
denotation  
hyperbole  

understatement  
verbal irony  
dramatic irony  
situational irony  
dialect  
pun 
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HCTA Graphic Organizer: Beowulf 
 

Directions: This graphic organizer is a required part of the English 10 Honors Summer Assignment, and it will be turned in with your final 
draft. Find a quote in the text that is rich with stylistic literary devices and that connects to the theme of the story you select. 
Use the chart below to plan your response and ensure that it meets all of the requirements. 
Theme Statement Options: A true hero and leader demonstrates and inspires loyalty in others. OR Passing a test of courage earns 
respect and honor for a hero. 

Theme Statement: ____________________________________________________________________________________. 

 Quote #1 Quote #2 Quote #3 

Quote & citation: 
Write out the entire 
quote and the 
proper MLA 
parenthetical 
citation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Connection to 
theme: 
Explain how the 
quote connects to or 
supports the theme. 
(approx. 1-3 
sentences) 
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Stylistic Literary 
Device #1:  
List the term and 
write the specific 
part of the block 
quote where it 
occurs.  

Stylistic Literary Device (Term): 
 
 
Where it occurs in quote: 
 
 
 
 
 

Stylistic Literary Device (Term): 
 
 
Where it occurs in quote: 

 

Stylistic Literary Device (Term): 
 
 
Where it occurs in quote: 

 

Effect of Literary 
Device #1: 
Explain why this 
device is important. 
How does it relate to 
the theme? What 
purpose does it 
serve? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Stylistic Literary 
Device #2:  
List the term and 
write the specific 
part of your block 
quote where it 
occurs.  

Stylistic Literary Device (Term): 
 
 
Where it occurs in quote: 
 
 
 
 
 

Stylistic Literary Device (Term): 
 
 
Where it occurs in quote: 

 

Stylistic Literary Device (Term): 
 
 
Where it occurs in quote: 

 

Effect of Literary 
Device #2: 
Explain why this 
device is important. 
How does it relate to 
the theme? What 
purpose does it 
serve? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 


